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Is the Oak Processionary Moth (OPM) declining????



Wikipedia  C Reinhold Möller



Observations in 
Belgium



Observationsin 
the Netherlands



Lessmoths?

2023 records

ÅWeert Kettingdijk 50 
Roosendaal 15
Stokkum  16 

ÅEllikom17
Kalmthout 35

2022 records

ÅDe Hamert  60
Strijbeek  55
Winterwijk 30

ÅBree  35
Geel  60



Averagenumbersper light trap

Nederland

Å2018  8,8

Å2019 9,5

Å2020 7,5

Å2021 2,5

Å2022 2,5

Å2023 2,2

België

Å2018

Å2019  6,2

Å2020 6,0

Å2021 3,1

Å2022 2,4

Å2023 2,1



efährliche Insekten:Ein schlechtes Jahr für den Eichenprozessionsspinner
5. Juni 2023, 10:58 Uhr
Lesezeit:2 min



Pine Processionary moth



Preliminary Conclusions

Å2023 is a yearwith little Oak Processionary Moths

ÅExpectationsfor 2024 are similar
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Tits as natural predators
ÅStudy: 48 test locationsspread over 4 provinces(Antwerpen, 

Limburg, N-Brabant, Gelderland)

ÅPer province, 12 locations, 6 with and 6 without nest boxes



Tits as natural predators
ÅPer location, 15 infectedtrees provided

with a nest box

Å360 nest boxesin total



Densities

ÅNest size
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Densities

ÅNest size

Disc-shaped
X cm  x  Y cm



Numberof nestsper tree
Provincie Gemeente 2021 2022

Antwerpen Merksplas 0.7 1.4

Antwerpen Retie 6.1 4.6

Antwerpen Wortel 1.3 1.6

Gelderland Arnhem 4.2 5.8

Gelderland Brummen 3.6 15.3

Gelderland Hall 0.9 0.4

Gelderland Klarenbeek 1.1 0.8

Gelderland Wageningen 3.7 2.8

Limburg Bree 0.7 1.0

Limburg Hechtel-Eksel 0.3 1.5

Limburg Kinrooi 0.7 0.4

Limburg Maaseik 1.3 2.5

Noord-Brabant Asten 0.7 0.6

Noord-Brabant Oud Gastel 0.4 0.2

Noord-Brabant Westerhoven 1.5 1.2

Noord-Brabant Zeeland 0.3 0.3



Provincie Gemeente 2021 2022

Antwerpen Merksplas -0.4 0.4

Antwerpen Retie 3.8 3.0

Antwerpen Wortel 0.7 0.0

Gelderland Arnhem 3.5 1.6

Gelderland Brummen 2.1 4.6

Gelderland Hall -0.4 -2.2

Gelderland Klarenbeek 1.4 -0.8

Gelderland Wageningen 1.6 0.5

Limburg Bree -0.4 -0.1

Limburg Hechtel-Eksel -1.2 0.3

Limburg Kinrooi -1.0 -1.1

Limburg Maaseik 0.3 0.3

Noord-Brabant Asten 0.4 -0.6

Noord-Brabant Oud Gastel -3.0 -3.5

Noord-Brabant Westerhoven 1.2 0.4

Noord-Brabant Zeeland -2.7 -1.9

Nest area per tree



SynchronisationOak Processionary caterpillars- tits
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Parasitoid fliesand wasps

ÅParasitoid fliesand waspsparasitizeOPM nests

ÅNumberof parasitoid fliesand waspshighly dependent on the 
environment

ÅAdjusted roadside management can lead to an increase



Parasitoid fliesand wasps

Å55 Road vergesspread over 4 provinces
Å grassy without herbs, mowed several times/year

Å flowery verge, without blackberries or other shrubs, mowed 
once/year

Å flowery verge, with blackberries or other shrubs, mowed 
once/year

Å sown verge with EPR seed mixture (NL), mowed once/year

Å rough grassy verge with nettles, mowed twice/year

Å phased mowed verge 

ÅMonitoring per test location:
ÅVegetation

ÅLevel of parasitizationin OPM nests



Parasitoid fliesand wasps



Level of parasitizionby roadvergetype
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Yarrow
Narrow plantain

Common pigweed
Tansy

Common nettle
Blackberries

Red clover

White clover

Common trefoil

Chamomile

Vetch

Ragwort

Staghornplantain

Blackberries Common nettle

TWINSPAN 



TWINSPAN 



TWINSPAN 



TWINSPAN 



Agenda

ÅIs the Oak Processionary Moth declining?

ÅEcological control of the Oak Processionary Moth

ÅTits as natural predators

ÅRoad verge management, parasitoid flies and wasps

ÅCommon Ivy - anunexpected sidestep

ÅThe Forest Caterpillar Hunter, back with a vengeance

ÅBiocide use in Flanders and the Netherlands ςon the way to a drastic reduction?



Common ivy - anunexpected sidestep

11 locations



Impact of Common Ivy
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The ForestCaterpillar 
Hunter

Back with a vengeance- 2022 / 2023



The OPM's biggest natural enemy

ÅBoth the larva and the beetle

ÅEat up to 11 caterpillars per day

ÅFirst eliminates about 10 caterpillars

ÅLarge beetle, can live up to 4 years

ÅGood flyer

ÅSingle observations in B/NL



ÅIntroduced in 1909 in the US for natural control

ÅAlready suggested in 1990 in the Netherlands and 
recently in Germany

Known for a long time...



CS 
Opportunities 

Report
Habitat Model

VisitTurkey Actions in the 
lab

Consultation

Actions taken



Training in Turkey 28.03 - 01.04.2022

ÅForestry Institute in Izmir

Å29 places where they breed CS for release






























